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Aity. ran. No. AMAY/ZeOI .PI 1/CMP/ECP/RKK 

REMARKS 

This is interided as a full and complete response to the Final OfRce Action dated 
January 7, 2004, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on April 
7, 2004, This supplemental response amends claims 3 and 34 to present allowed 
subject matter that was inadvertently omitted In the prior response. Claims 1 - 13 and 
23 - 37 remain pending in the application as of the issuance of the Examiner's Office 
Action. Claims 9, 11, 25, and 26 were cancelled in the prior response and claims 1, 3, 
10, 12, 24, and 34 have been amended. Reconsideration of the remaining claims is 
respectfully requested In view of the claim amendment presented above and the 
remarks presented below. 

Claims 1 , 2, 4 - 1 0, 24, 25 and 27-33 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Hey {U.S. Patent No. 6,551,488). However, the Examiner 
> indicated that claims 3, 11 - 13. 23, 26 and 34 - 37 were objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be aUowable if rewritten in 
Independent form Including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Applicants have amended independent claims 1 and 24 to include the 
limitations of claims 1 1 and 26 respectively, along with the inten/ening claims. As such; 
Applicants submit that independent claims t and 24 are allowable, and further, that all 
claims depending therefrom are also allowable. Claims 3 and 34 are also placed in 
independent fomi. As such, claims 3 and 34-37 are also allowable. Reconsideration of 
the rejection in view of Applicants* amendments Is respectfully requested. 

In conclusion. Applicants submit that the referertces cited by the Examiner, alone 
or In combination, do not teach, show, or suggest the Invention as claimed. Further, the 
secondary references made of record are noted. However, It Is believed that the 
secondary references are no more pertinent to the Applicant's disclosure than the 
primaiy references cited in the office action. Therefore, Applicstnt believes that a 
detailed discussion of the secondary references is not necessary for a full and complete 
response to tfils office action. 
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Having addre^ed ail issues set out in the Office Action, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the 
claims t>e allowed. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Keith M. Tackett 
Registration No. 32,008 
MosER, Patterson & Sheridan, L.LP. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623^4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Attomey.for Appilcant(6) 
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